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TO 
THE BISHOP OF LANDAFF. 


on of 


na Speech published in the Cou- 
rier on the lith of December last, 
purporting to be a Speech delt- 
vered by him on the 10th of that 
month, in which Speech is con- 
tained certain remarks relative to 
the sulyects of BLaspuEmyY, and 
that of Parne’s Ace or Rea- 
SON. 
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London, January 23rd, 1820. 
My Lorp Bisnopr, 
I have read, in the newspapers, 
he report of a speech, whichis, in 
hose newspapers, stated to have 
en delivered by you. Upon such 
n occasion, we must take it. for 
ranted that the statement is true, 
nd that the person to whom a 
peech is attributed, did actually 
eliver it. Nevertheless, it is right, 
pon all occasions, when we are 
ommenting upon a Parliamentary 
‘ech, justice calls upon us to cau- 


ed at 


Post ; 









hat the very words of the speaker 
re given, This is next to impos- 
ble ; notwithstanding the great 








ho take down debates, than who, 


ion our readers against supposing. 


“a of many of those gentlemen’ 


there are not, perhaps, a set of 
more clever men to be found in the 
world. But, we may generally 
rely upon what is given us as con- 
taining the fair meaning of a great 
part; if not, the substance of the 
whole, of what each speaker has 
said. With these preliminary re- 
marks, I will insert what is given 
us as the speech of your Lordship, 
delivered at the time above men- 
tioned, in the House of Lords. 
And, during the discussions on the 
new Bill ** forthe more effectual 
“prevention and punishment of 
‘¢ blasphemous and ‘seditious li- 
“ bels.”’ 


This Bill, which is now become 
a law, has already been described 
by me, in another place; but I will 
repeat. the descriptiow of it here. 
It is called an act for the more ef- 
fectual prevention and punish- 
ment of blasphemous and seditious 
libels. When a man or a woman 
has been convicted upon a charge 
like this, the Judge may make an 
order for going and seizing all the 
copies of the publication, which 
shall remain in any place and 

which shali still belong to the 
Brerpon convicted. The order is to 
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authorize an entry by force into 
the house or building of such per- 
son, and to carry away the copies, 
which are to abide the further 
order of the court; and when the 
person convicted has received 
fina) judgment, the copies so seized 
are to be disposed of as the court 
shall order and direct! As to the 
new punishment, any one who has 
been convicted a second time for 
a second offence is now to be, if 
the court think proper, BANISH- 
ED from the United Kingdom, 
and all other parts of his Majesty’s 
dominions, for such term of years 
as the court shall order! It ought 
to be added here, that this Bill 
must not, in justice to its authors, 
be viewed singly. It had five very 
worthy companion pieces, the last 
of which, takes away the time, 
which the law formerly gave an 
accused party to prepare for his 
defence, So that, as the law now 
stands, any writer, printer or pub- 
lisher, engaged in a series of pub- 
lications, may be begun upon, and, 
in the space of about fifty days, 
may be banished for life! 1 do not 
know enough of the technicality 
of the courts to name the precise 
number of days; but, ten days, 
more or less, is of little conse- 
quence in such acase. Suffice it 
to say, that such Was, in substance 
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(729 721] 
Lordship was speaking; and such it u 
the speed of the punishment io | plac 
which it subjected all those en. ; have 
gaged in literary pursuits, the 
The Bill speaks of Blasphemous the 
and seditious publications ; and it ' bels. 
gives something professing to be powe 
a definition of what such libels gram 
mustconsist. They are thus de. word 
fined, ‘ any blasphemous or sedi- it ou 
tious libel, tending to bring into How 
** hatred or contempt the person to re 
“6 of his Majesty, his heirs or su’. finiti 
*‘ cessors, or the Regent, or the sediti 
‘¢ Government and Constitution pears 
“the United Kingdom as by law impu 
‘¢ established, or either House of tende 
‘Parliament, or to excite his man 
“ Majesty’s subjects to attempt Me seein 
“ the alteration of any matter in fe the K 
“Church or State, as by law e Parli 
“tablished, otherwise than by of its 
“lawful means.” This is the Yo 
definition: the famous definition, port | 
which it took so much time to Hy you s 
compose and agree upon. And, Blasp 
if words and points are, in this confit 
case, to have their usual meaning, Ey the F 
the libel must not only be bla phem 
phemous, but it must tend to bring see he 
the persons and things after mem the: 4 
tioned, into contempt or hatred; prese} 
or it must tend to excite the King’ ie “at. 
subjects to attempt the alteratio live t 
of matters in Church or State, by Age 9 
other than lawful means: Avé Bie z I 
e 
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5 the Bill in support of which your 





in {the case of seditious libel 
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it must be seditious in the first 
| place; and, after that it must 
‘have the tendency and contain 
the excitements, mentioned in 
the case of Blasphemous Li- 
bels. So much for the defining 
powers of lawyers. This is the 
grammatical meaning of the 
words; apd, as the Act is penal, 
it ought to be construed strictly. 
However, it is probably intended 
to restrain the definition (if a de- 
finition it can be called); to the 
seditious libel ; for, indeed, it ap- 
pears to.be a gross absurdity, to 
impute to a blasphemous libel. a 
tendency to bring any, thing hu- 
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man into contempt or hatred ; 
= seeing that that would, be to make 
the King, his Successors and the 
Parliament, Gods ; which would, 
of itself, be blasphemy. 

Your Lordship. gave your. sup- 
port to the whole of the Bill; but 


r in 
y eS 
by 
the 
100, 
p to 
And, 
this 


ing, 


Blasphemy. You said you would | 
confine yourself to that part of 
the Bill which treated of Blas- 





sla Me Phemy. It is difficult, indeed, to 
ring see how you could possibly make 
nen the separation; but, I shall, at. 


present, confine my remarks to 
what your speech contains, rela- 
tive to blasphemy and to Paiye’s: 
Age of Reason. 
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you spoke only on the subject of | 
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“that part of the Bill which 
“treated of blasphemy; he 
“ thought. there were strong rea- 
“sons for making it something 
‘< like a new offence if considered 
‘in an extended point of view. 
“ The offence of blasphemy and 
‘‘infideitity had been of long 
“ standing; it had been gradually 
*‘ increasing during the last cen- 
“ tury, and had of late assumed 
“a different aspect. Formerly 
‘“¢ works of this description were 
“ written by persons of liberal 
‘¢ education, and addressed to those 
““ of the same attainments: but 
‘‘Jatterly, reason and argument 
“ had been abandoned, and writ- 
‘Sings of the most pernicious de- 
“scription had been written in 
“ a style suited to the lowest capa- 
“city. He repeated that argu- 
«* ment had been abandoned, and 
“he would maintain, that there 
“was nothing of the kind to be 
“ found in‘ Paine’s Age of Reason.4 
“ When writings such as that were 
“‘ placed in the hands of the cul. 
“« gar, there was little chance of 
“ persuading them of its fallacy 
“by arguments they were not equal 


|“ tocomprehend. 'Fhe Noble Earl 


‘who had preceded’ him had re- 
“ marked, that they (the Bishops) 
“ had special duties to perform; 
“they had undertaken the task, 
“and he hoped their “Lordships 
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723) 
« would support, them in their en- 
v6 deavours, and thereby inspire 
“ the virluous part of society with 
“ confidence, and convince them 
“that they felt as they ought up- 
‘on the subject. Since the blas- 
‘“¢ phemy of the present day had 
“ arrived at so glaring a height, 
“ he thought it should be marked 
‘with an ignominious punish- 
*¢ ment, and it was time that the 
“ offenders should be intimidated 


‘© with the terrors of the law.” 

I wish your Lordship had at- 
tempted to define blasphemy.— 
And ‘I see no reason for your not 
doing it; and, especially for the 
Bill not doing it; seeing that it 
admits of a very satisfactory defi- 
nition. 

. Blasphemy does not mean any 
of those things of which even Mr. 
Paine has been guilty. To blas- 
pheme is to speak in terms, of im- 
pious irreverence of God. Blas- 
phemous is impiously irreverend 
with regard. to God. A _blas- 
phemer is, a wretch that speaks of 
God in impious and irreverend 
terms. And, BLASPHEMY is 
an offering of some indignity unto 
God himself. Now, my Lord, here 
is something: like definition; and 
that these definitions are all cor- 


rect I defy any man upon earth to. 


disprove.: 


A 


‘ erefore, until a man has been 





¥ of offering some indignity: 
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to God himself he cannot justly 
be charged with being guilty of 
blasphemy. I- was surprised to 
hear your Lordship say that there 
was no argument to be found in 
Paine’s Age of Reason. 1 had 
never read the book. But I had 
read his other writings with great 
care. In them I found the best of 


arguments and an abundance of 
them in support of every proposi- 
tion that he undertook to maintain. 
There I saw him developing with 
clearness unparalleled matter, 
of a nature the most interesting, 
and in their combinations the most 
complicated. If I looked to the 
effect, too, [ saw him first pointing 
the way and then leading a nation 
through perils and difficulties of 
all sorts, to independence and to 
lasting liberty, . prosperity and 
greatness. In matters of specula- 
tion as to that country as wellas 
to this,I saw evidences of the most 
profound penetration ; and I saw 
his predictions fulfilled witl® 
precision which would almost et 
title them to the’ appellation of 
prophecies. 

I was therefore surprized 1 
hear your Lordship say that yo" 
found nothing like argument in any 
work ‘of his; and thereupon I re 
solved to read the book. So that 
your Lordship has ‘been the caus? 


of adding one to ‘the ‘number of 
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the readers of that performance. 
It is not necessary for me to say 


what my opinion of the book is, 


generally, except that it has had 
not the smallest effect upon my 
creed; and that I believe just the 


‘same as I believed before I read 
it; and besides this, that, as to 


hisown creed, it appears to me 
to be just as inconsistent and ridi- 
culous as that of the Unitarians, 
and not a bit more so. They be- 
lieve; and so does he; and their 


belief, though they differ as to 
‘minor parts are essentially the 


same; notwithstanding what 


‘Bishop Belsham or Mr. William 


Smith (who appears to be a sort 
of Head of the Church of Unita- 
rianism) may say to the contrary. 
And this I am-ready to maintain 
against them whenever they 
choose to enter the field. 

But, though Mr. Paine is no 
Christian, he is no blasphemer ; he 


offers no indignity unto God him- 


pself. He, in no part of: his book, 


speaks in terms of impious irre- 
verence of God; but, on the con- 
trary, not only professes his be- 
lief in a God, and ina future state 
of rewards and punishments, but 
he praises God and calls upon his 
readers to reverence his name, 
and this, teo, in a strain of elo- 
quence, the equal of which I never 


happened to meet with in any ser- | 
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mon or homily, or any other com- 
position written by layman or cler- 
gywan. I have read TiLLotson 
and SuzRLock and Barrow aud 


But I 


never have met with, in any one 
of them, passages in praise of a 


Bossuet and Feneton. 


superior being so eloquent, so 
persuasive and so likely to pro- 
duce conviction as those having 
the same object in view contained 
in this so much mis-represented, 
so much abused, so much reviled, 
Age of Reason. 

Indeed, the author sets out, 
which I never knew before, with 
stating that one of his objects 
was, fo prevent the French people 
from becoming Atheists ; so that, 
here is no blasphemous intention, 
at any rate. ‘The author sets.out 
with professing that his object is 
to maintain the. notion of the be- 
ing of a Gop, of whose name, from 
first to last, he speaks with reve- 
rence and awe. I can assert, toa, 
upon the authority of living wit- 
nesses of perfect credibility, that 
Paine never indulged himself in 
swearing ; and that. if any one 
swore in his presence, he seldom 
failed to reprove the act with great 
severity. To call: such a mana 
blasphemer is, therefore, to do. him 
great injustice. ' 


To be an unbeliever in the 
Christian System, is not to bea 
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blasphemer ; for, if this were the 
case, we have whole tribes of Jews, 
who are open blasphemers, and 
who are tolerated in holding Ta- 
bernacles wherein they promul- 
gate blasphemy. To disbelieve 
in the Christian System, we deem 
to be grossly erroneous ; but there 
is a large part of the world 
who never yet heard of it; they, 
of course, cannot believe in 
it; and yet, must we call them 
blasphemers ? And are the inha- 
bitants of Asia, Africa and three 
fourths of America to be deemed 
blasphemers ? 

No; the blasphemer is he who 
impiously rails against Gop himself. 
But even the Atheist cannot bea 
blasphemer; for, the Atheist does 
not believe that there is a Gop. 
He laughs at the idea of there 
being a Gop at all. He looks 
upon every thing that exists, as 
having come of itself. He thinks, 
or says he thinks, that every thing 
has been self created, as maggots 
are engendered in putrid substan- 
ces, vegetableas wellasanimal. He 
thinks that matter is imperishable ; 
that it only changes one form for 
another; and that, there is ‘no- 
‘thing new under the sun. He tells 
you that a “ first cause,” as Pore 
calls it, is a contradiction within 
itself; for that, there must ‘have 
been a cause of that “ Jirst cause.” 
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This, or something like it (for | 
never have pestered myself with 
studying any such subjects) is the 































Creed of the Atheist; be it what it peur 
may, in other respects, it is not ait w 
blasphemy; because, blasphemy pug 
is an indignity offered unto Gop “Ani 
himself; and the Atheist cannot it m 
offer such indignity ; because he this. 
does not believe in the existence Jae? " 
of a God: and this is a conclv. Trin 
sion, so clearly and fairly resultiag deny 
from the premises, that I deem it mal, 
impossible for any man to find an ae 
argument wherewith successfully _— 
to oppose ‘it. dude 

It follows, then, I think, that for Je" | 
a man to be a blasphemer, he mutt was 
first acknowledge that he believes ded: 
in the existence of a Gop; and | Chri 
next, he must be guilty of offering cord 
an indignity to this Gop. 10 B® Chri 
deny the truth of the Christian asset 
System; to say that it is false; to yp offer 
endeavour to convince others of Iie self; 
its falsehood ; to treat it with fat 
contempt and ridicule ; to use, in mi 
short, every endeavour in our pov: im 





er to degrade it and to cause itto & 
be utterly exploded: what is all 
this, but what the Jews do, evé') 





it is 
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day of their lives? And; again | T 
observe that, nobody ever * a set 
tempts to punish the Jews ® “ th 
blasphemers. hea¢ 
Neither: ate ‘the Unitaria™ gin, 






deemed ‘blasphemers. Yet they 
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come a little nearer to the mark 


= ‘than any of these unbelievers of 
sthe Meee which f have above spoken. Itis 
hat it : curious enough, too, that in 1815, 
+ not it was deemed blasphemy to im- | 
hethy pugn the doctrine of the Trinity. 


Ge An act was then passed to make 
it not Criminal for persons to do 


nnot 

e he ‘this. Now, my Lord, what is it 
lence ‘to impugn the doctrine of the 
aclu. Trinity? It is to deny, openly to 
Iting deny, and to promulgate’the de- 
ven it nial, that Jesus Christ is God. If 












‘a man denied this, before the 
passing of the act to which I al- 
lude, he was liable to be punished 
There 


id an 


fally 


for it, as a blasphemer. 


t for : 
must was reasonableness in this, provi- 
eves ded a man professed a beliefin the 


and Christian System; because, ac- 
ring 
To 
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cording to that System, Jesus 


Christ is Gop; and, therefore, to 
assert that he is not Gop, is, to 


self; and this is. blasphemy. But, 
ifa man, professing the Christian 
faith, be allowed to degrade Jesus. 
Christ, by denying his Divinity, I 
Should be very glad to know how 
it is possible to find out any thing 
proper to be punished as_blas- 
phemy. 
| There is, in the City of London, 
@ set, who call themselves, “ Free 
“thinking Christians,” at the 
head of whom is. the keeper of a 
gin shop. These people. go one. 
step further, J am.told,.. than. the | 
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offer an indignity unto Gop him- | 
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Unitarians. They talk of Jesus 


.Christ as of avery good sort of man ; 


or something in that way, and, in 
short, by their familiar gabble 
about Christianity; and by their 
adopting this part and rejecting 
that part of the Scriptures, throw 
as much ridicule upon the whole 
thing as they have the capacity to 
throw upon it. Yet these men 
are permitted to hold their sittings 
publicly ; while Mr. CaRLILE is 
solacing himself within the walls 
of the Jail of Dorchester; though 
he, not professing to be a Chris- 
tian, could not, it appears to me, 
be guilty of blasphemy. 

It is very true, indeed, that Mr. 
CaRLILE’s publications were 
likely to produce a much greater 
effect than the preachings hatched 
in the gin shop. But, my Lord, 
(and | now come to a very inter- 


esting part of the discussion), is 


this the best way of checking the 
progress of Mr. CARLILE’s, or, 
rather, Mr. Patne’s principles? 
Was it ever yet known that. man 
was cured of an error by punish- 
ment of any sort? Your Lordship 


says that blasphemy has gone on 


gradually increasing during the 
last hundred years; but that, of 


| late, it has inereased. much faster 


than in the former part of, the_pe- 
‘ried. If your-Lordship will look 
into. the Records , of Courts. of 
Justice, you will find that disbe- 


lief (for - do not call it blasphe- 
my) has, increased exactly in pro- 
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portion as the punishment of 
it has increased. And this must 
always be the case, as to mat- 
ters of opinion. Punish a man 
for any matter of opinion and 
you gather round him a crowd of 
converts. They think his opi- 
nion right, because, and solely 
because, it hasfbeen answered by a 
punishment of his body, or a con- 
fiscation of his goods. If we see 
two men engaged in an argument 
upon a point with regard to which 
our own minds have not come to 
a de: ision; and if we see one of 
the p ‘vties quit the argument, and 
knock the other down; we, that 
instan .conclude that the bruiser 
was @ deavouring to maintain a 
falsehood or an error. This is 
universally; it is, without a single 
exceptian, the practice of man- 
kind. ‘he mere history of the 
proceedings of the Inquisition in 
Spain; the mere reading of the 
accounts of its proceedings, has, 
perhaps, done more to injure, not: 
only the Roman Catholic Religion, 
but the Christian Religion gene- 
rally, than the united, efforts of 
Vontarre and of Paine, com- 
pared with whom, all the. rest of 
the Anti-Christian writers sink, 
in point of effect, wholly out of 
sight. 


Your Lordship says, that the 
vulgar are incapable of compre- 
hending the‘arguments, necessary 
to rémove impréssions ‘made by | private as well “as public; in (h'* 


writings like those of ‘Paryr.” 





You had before said, that bias. 
phemous writings were formerly 
put forth by none but men of jij». 
ral education, and were read }y 
none but. persons of similar ai. 
tainments. You thus put Huw, 
Gispon, and the rest. of tha 
tribe, above Mr. Parne, in poiat 
of learning. Compared with Mr, 
PAINE, as to powers of mind: a 
to the capacity of producing con. 
viction upon any subject, Huxe 
and GipBon were nothing. Ai 
any rate, they were less than a 
child in its primer, is, compared 
with his schoolmaster. But, surely, 
VoLTAIRE wrote so as to be 
clearly understood bythe unlearn- 
ed as well as by the learned ; aml 
he wrote a long while ago. Hov- 


ever, is blasphemy less odious be- 
cause its author has been at an 


university? Is ‘it less criminal 
on that account ; and ought the 
works of Hume and Grssox to 
be sold with impunity, while such 
dreadful punishment is visited on 
the heads of those who sell the 
works of Mr. Paine? While 
these things take place, it will be 
impossible for people not to be- 
lieve that such severities proceed 
from something, other than a pure 
and unmixed love of religion. 

It is notorious that’ the works 
of Hume and Grppon are tobe 
found in every considérable book- 
seller’s shop, and in every library; 
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33 | 
rAmerica. Of course, they are 
bead by the youth of all that part 
f the people in both countries, 
who, in point of property, are 
above the mere labouring classes. 
s there no danger, then, in these 
books, particularly as they have 
ome from men of * /iveral educa- 
on’? They contain argument, 
»0, it seems; and who is there at 
and, to counteract the effect of 
isargument? Is there no dan- 
er in the adoption of principles 
stile to Christianity, by all the 
jouth except those of the labour- 
ng classes ; and, is it amongst the 
labourers alone, that the adoption 
f such principles is to become 
jurious? Is it the souls of the 
bourers alone that it is neces- 
y to defend against these dread- 
| temptations ? 
But your Lordship said that 
ere was nothing like argument 
Paine’s Age of Reason. I find 
to be all argument. But, i 
ere be no argument in it, how 
n it be very dangerous? To 
sert to people’s teeth that what 
ey have all along been believing 
false. Merely to assert this, is 
bt the way. to. make converts. 
he writer who confines himself 
mere assertion, is never to be 
eaded, except by the friends of 
€ cause that he espouses; and 
pecially when he writes upon 
ligion. To make a:direct at- 
ck upon men’s faith, merely. by 
ertion, is to tell them that: they 
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are fools; and this is an affront 
that men never fail to resent, by 
disregarding the man who offers 
it; no man ever knew better than 
Mr. Paine how to avoid the com- 
mission of errors of this sort. He 
approaches his reader with soft- 
ness and persuasion; and, if he 
makes not a convert to his doc- 
trine, he is sure to gain a friend, 
by his gentleness, his tolerance 
and his benevolence: 

But your Lordship declines en- 
tering into argument, not because 
Mr. Paine has, as you say, made 
use of no argument; but because 
the vulgar are incapable of com- 
prehending the arguments neces- 
sary to counteract the writings of 
Mr. Paine. Now, my Lord, ‘it 
appears to me that if Mr. Parne’s 
be nothing but mere assertions, 
it would be extremely easy to 
show that to the mind of the most 
vulgar part of the creation, mean- 


hing, by the word vulgar, ignorant, 


as to matters expressed upon 
paper. If there be no argument 
in Mr. Paine’s book; how’ easy 
would it be to show that it con- 
sists of mere assertions; and, if 
those assertions be false, how easy 
would it be to show, and to make 
even’ the most ignorant clearly 
see, the fact of their faleehood? 
To suppose the people to be too 
igrorant to be able to, compre- 
hend a plain statement, denying 
an assertion; is to syppose,them 


to be but;a-yery little above the 
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brutes that perish. And, if they 
be so very ignorant as this, what 
harm can Mr. Parne’s book pos- 
sibly do? For, if a man cannot 
understand my words, when I 
contradict the assertion of another 
man, how is the poor creature to 
understand that other man’s as- 
sertion ? 

Never was there a time when 
such efforts had been made to send 
forth writings on the side of 
Christianity. Perhaps, there has 
been more done in this way, with- 
in the last twenty years, than 
within the previous five hundred 
years. If the harvest be not 
abundant, it is not, at any rate, 
for the want of labourers or for 
the want of constant employment 
of those labourers. Not only 
‘have immense sums, over and 
above the usual rewards of the 
Church, been taken out of the 
public treasury and employed for 
this purpose; but every scheme 
has been resorted to, to get money 
out of the pockets of the people 
in the way of donation, subscrip- 
tion and contribution, from the 
hundreds of pounds of the Nobles 
down to the very pennies of the 
meld: servants; and all, for the 
purpose of carrying. on the work 
of circulating books from the. bulk 

of the Bible down to single half 
sheets, under the title of Religious 
Tracts, sold-for a halfpenny. In 
such astate of things, can it be 
*diffteult to counteract the tendency 
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of Mr. Paine’s writings withoy; 
resorting to dreadful fine and jy. 
prisonment, and without adding 
thereunto the punishment of ba. 
nishment? Are the people so very 
perverse and obdurate as to bp 
blind and deaf to what five qj). 
lion of publications say on one 
side, in answer to one single pub. 
lication on the other side? And, 
that, too, your Lordship will ob. 
serve, when these five millions of 
publications have to combat 1. 
thing but bare assertion (as your 
Lordship says) wholly unsuppor. 
ed by argument. Let it be ob- 
served, too, that the mass of the 
people must necessarily be impar- 
tial, in this case; or if they hav 


Lany feelings of partiality, thox 


feelings cannot possibly be in # 


knew him personally. He never 
was able to purchase the favor 
of any one man. amongst theo. 
He is dead; and can do them 
neither harm nor good. ver 
prejudice has been. appealed © 
roused up and arrayed agailt 
him. The active men of the pr 
sent day; the fathers of fawilis 
of this our day,. were brought # 
in their youth to detest ant 
despise his name. The boys ani 
girls of twenty. years.agowere™ 


-on by the clergy. and other per 
in authority to. burn him in efi) 


@ ceremony: which was omitted ; 
scarcely any .one village 1? ‘ 





whole kingdom. ‘Fo:burn’ : 


vour of Mr. Paine. They never 
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hou ive was much more popular 
d in- an to burn a Guy Fawses ; 
idding hose place Parne supplied for 
of bi. veral years on the annual festi- 
0 Very 


| of riotous loyalty. 
to be BB It is impossible for writings to 


ye mil. ve gone forth under greater dis- 


oN one ivantages than those of Mr. 
e pub. sing; while those which were 

And, yposed to him, came forth with 
ill ob. ery advantage that can be ima- 
ions of ed. These latter were so cheap 
at No 


almost to be given away; they 
ere encouraged by the Govern- 
ent, backed in every part of the 
ingdom by the local authorities, 
ivil, Military, Religious and Fis- 
l. To every four labourers, 
ke the Kingdom through, there 
s been at least one person hav- 
g an interest direct or indirect 
oppose Mr. Parne’s work. 
every individual Jabourer or arti- 
favour n has had some such person actu- 
them. ly to speak to him and to plead 
» them ith him upon the subject. Add 
Ever! Hae this, the powers of the Pulpit, 
led 0, M@etablished as well as unesta- 
agails lished. And, after all this, do 
he pt awe, my Lord, come to this conclu- 
amili on, that it is necessary to make 
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ight up acrime, meriting even banish- 
tan ent, to put forth this. book of 
ys and t. Paring, which book is (as 
ere let 


cur Lordship. says), wholly.des- 
tute of argument ! 

However, I'am.of opinion. that: 
ur Lordship is very. much de- 
‘ved in supposing the People, 
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to call them, to be incapable of 
comprehending argument. The ar- 
gument necessary to overset a 
book which contains no argument 
and nothing like argument, need 
not, certainly, be very profound. 
But, if it were profound, I believe 
that the labouring classes of this 
Kingdom at this day, are fully ade- 
quate to the comprehending of it. 
The people do not, [ assure your 
Lordship, at all relish little sim- 
ple tales. Neither do they delight 
in declamatory language, or in 
loose assertion ; their minds have, 
within the last ten years, under- 
gone a very great revolution. 
During that time, I have addressed 
nothing to them which did not 
rely, for success, upon fact, and 
upon the best arguments which I 
was able to produce.. My subjects 
have been generally of the most 
intricate nature. They have been 
of that kind which have univer- 
sally been considered the most 
dry and unentertaining. I have 
made use of no means to. attract 
curiosity or to humour the fancy. 
All has been an appeal to the un- 
derstanding, the diseernment and 
the justice of the reader. Yet, it 
will be pretended by few. persons 
that there ever has been a work 
so cherished by the great, mass: of 
the people, as mine has been, from 
the day that I entered a prison,,in 
1810, down: to the present,hour. 
Indeed, -what: greater proof, of 





" the vulgar; as:you were pleased) 





hthis-is wanted, than the passing of 
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that Act of Parliament which pat 
an end to the sale of cheap politi- 
cal publications. 

Your Lordship spent your early 
days in schools and colleges ; your 
prime of life, most likely, amongst 
Clergymen and persons of consi- 
derable wealth; and the station 
you now fill necessarily implies 
that you pass your time in great 
mansions and palaces. It is not, 
therefore, at all surprising that 
you should know very little of the 
mental state ofthe labouring clas- 
ses. Give me leave, therefore, 
to say that you are greatly de- 
ceived in this respect; for that 
these classes are, to my certain 
knowledge, at this time, more 
enlightened than the other classes 
of the community ; that is to say, 
as far as relates to the nature and 
tendency of public measures of 
every description. They under- 
stand the nature and tendency of 
all laws affecting their rights; 
they fully comprehend every argu- 
ment addressed to them upon the 
subject of those laws; upon the 
subject of taxation, of public 
debts; and they now clearly un- 
derstand all the causes and all the 
effects relating to those most intri- 
cate things, Banking, and Paper- 
Money; with regard to which 
they were, only ten years ago, in 
darkness as complete as that 
which is so eloquently described 
by Mitton. There is scarcely a 
man amongst them who cannot 
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tell you, in the clearest manner 
how the meal of the labourer x 
Scotland is diminished or alg. 
mented by the operations of ti, 
Bank Directors, sitting in London, 
For about six weeks before | |e) 
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America, I was visited by greg fmt!) | 
numbers of persons who wished imme! 2 
to see me, merely for the sake (mame? | 
seeing me. Upon one occasio: ther 
six Scotsmen, all weavers, came rlian 
for this purpose, sending forward bere | 
one of their company with their le 
joint request and with an apology hey h 

ansy 


for making it. I was pleased with 
the whole of their demeanou. 
They sat with me the better part 
of an hour. ‘We conversed m 
the several subjects which wer 


igme 
e al 
ich, 

h ot] 


interesting with. regard to ou bught 
native country. Our conversation bught 
embraced the past and the fuwr, i” 
as well as the present; and! de - i 
clare to your Lordship, that, in my a 
whole life (though it has happeted ™ 
to me to sit at the same table wil x . 
six Privy Councillors, at onee),! ee 
never was in the company 0 si sai 
persons at one time, in whom! She 





could discover marks of under 
standing so extensive, of notions 
so correct, judgment 80 sound 
language, in all respects, s0 prop 
and suitable, and, withal, love of 
country so strong and manifest) 






ours 





also 
htinus 
W tho 
bduce 
































. flin! 
so sincere, as I discovered 1 t ben 
these six excellent) Scotsm™ my 





from whom I parted with peculf 





at I h; 








regret. 
In every part of this kins 


> ing 


t Ihe 






dow 



























[74 


anner, 
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)) 
re are multitudes of men of 
is description; and the whole 
ass is really and truly enlight- 
ed. No Act of Parliament can 
ss, the drift and intention of 
hich they do not understand, as 
rll as they know their right 
nd from their left. They see 
ther into the future than the 
rliament and the Ministers.— 
bere is this advantage attending 
ir pursuit of knowledge.— 
rey have no particular interest 
answer; and, therefore, their 
igment is unclouded by preju- 
e and selfishness. Besides 
ich, their communication with 
h other is perfectly free. The 
bughts of one man produce other 
bughts in another man. No- 
ns are canvassed without the 
Biraint imposed upon suspicion, 
false pride, or false delicacy. 
d hence the truth is speedily ar- 
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their 
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‘sation 
uture, 
1 I de- 
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pened , 

wih ed at. A writer engaged in 
-0e)'I instruction of such a people, 
ed onstantly upheld, not only by 


applause that he receives from 
m, and by perceiving that his 
ours are attended with effect ; 
also, by the aid which~ he is 
Mtinually deriving from those 
v thoughts which his thoughts 
bduce in their minds. It is 
flint and the ‘eteel meeting 
tbrings forth the fire, And, 
my own part, I always say 
it [have derived from the peo- 
» in return, ten times the light 
t I have communicated to them. 
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Be the process, however, what 
it may, the thing is done; the 
people of these kingdoms are en- 
lightened. They have a capacity 
for comprehending every argu- 
ment, upon every subject con- 
nected with politics and religion ; 
and, therefore, it appears to me, 
that amongst “ those peculiar du- 
ties’ which your Lordship says 
the Bishops have undertaken to 
perform, ought to be included, 
great endeavours by argument, 
to put a stop, if it be necessary to 
put a stop, to the increase which 
your Lordship says is taking place 
in blasphemy. I can assure your 
Lordship that no good arguments 


will be thrown away; and I can 
also assure you that nothing but 


argument will produce, even in 
the smallest degree, that effect 
which you seem so desirous to see 
produced. 

Your Lordship says that the 
Bishops ‘‘have undertaken the task.”’ 
What task is not said; but pecu- 
liar duties are talked of. Now, 
amongst the duties of a Bishop, 
who is an Overseer, is that of see- 
ing that the Clergy under him, 
perform their duty. How many 
of the parochial Clergy reside 
amongst those, ihe care of whose 


souls they have with the most so- 


lemn vows and promises taken 
upon them: how many of the 
Clergy thus reside, I cannot ex- 
actly say, but this I know well ; 


that, in 1800 great numbers of 
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them were informed against, under 
an.act of Parliament which made 
it penal not to reside; I know 
that the actions brought by. the 
informer were in Court; I know 
that Buackstons tells us that 
even the. King himself cannot par- 
don such an offence;, I know that 
those actions were suspended. for 
ene year by one act of Parliament; 
that they. were further suspended, 
by.another act of Parliament; and 
that they were totally quashed by 
another act.of Parliament! I peed 
say nothing in the way of comment 
upon this transaction. It speaks 
for itself with trumpet tongue. 
But whatdo we sce2) What do 


we behold as to the state of reli- 
gion in this kingdom, at this mo- 


ment? We haveanational Church 
established by law, receiving an 
immense revenue, We have in- 
numerable sects, daily and hourly 
increasing; and one seet, only 
one of the number, challenging 


the Church as to populaceness of: 


congregation. This-sect has. di- 
vided the whole kingdom into dis- 
tricts; those districts into minor 
local. divisions; these divisions 
subjected to the coniroul of one 
or more superintendent; these 
superintendents have their subal- 
term leaders; these leaders raise 
regular assessments; these as- 
sessments are formed iato.a fund; 
this fund is subject to the absolute 
controul of a. convocation, con- 
sisting exelusively of the preach- 
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(ry 
ers, who, of course, distribute the 
proceeds amongst themsel es; 
this Convocation issues oyt its 
ordinances or mandates : and thy 
there exists-a second spiritual do. 
minion, more complete, as to jt 
organization, and beyond measure 
more powerful. as to its influenc 
than the first. And, what is truly 
curious to observe, these two, a 
far as relates to politics, pull most 
cordially in the same direction, 
The Parliament,. including th 
Bishops, and most heartily backed 
by the Clergy, who. have been the 
most active amongst the Mag: 
strates, have been passing laws to 
suppress. cheap’ publications, t 
prevent public meetings; to r 
strain the pen and the tongue; 
and the: Methodists, from thei 
Conferences, have been issuilg 
fulminations: with the same teh 
dency, and having the same ob 
ject in view. . 

What. can haye produced thi 
strange, this seemingly uonaturd 
union of action? Is it anunily® 
love. for religion? The chei 
publications, and the public met! 
ings, call for a. Reform in tt 
Commons House: of Parliamett 
They call for a. change that would 
inevitably put an. end to.a great 
deal, an enormous mass, of dr al 
enness, debauchery, proflig# 
corruption, bribery, apd pew! 
Can it be. from.an.united Jove ‘ 
religion that, the Methodists 4 
the Church co-operate in. AO™ 
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sinst the cheap publications and 
» Public Meetings? ‘The Church, 
jeed, may dread any change 
ying in it the seeds of possible 
erthrow of the establishment. 
1t what can the Convocation of 
» Methodists dread? What 
they see dangerous in a Re- 
m of the House of Commons? 
y, my Lord, f tell you what 
ry dread: they dread the loss 
that luxurious living which 
y derive from the weekly pen- 
s, drawn from the pockets of 
> labouring classes; collected 
pether so regularly; and ma- 
zed with such profound: skill 
i perseverance. The Methodist 
vachers know, from experience, 
at it is a great deal better for 
m to live upon the fruit of 
labour of others, than’ to 
e upon the fruit of their 
n labour. I am not so. un- 
aritable as to suppose. that 
re are not some, and even a 
eat many, belonging to this nu- 
Prous body of preachers, who 
e perfectly sincere in their pro- 
sions, and disinterested in their 
ws. Bat, if am to judge from 
ir conduct, a very great pro- 
rtion of them have no other 
ject in view than that of living 
thout labour, at the expence of 
se who do labour. 

There is something unfortunate, 
say the least of ity im this per- 
= “tion of action between the 
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eation. Religion is not an abstract 
idea. It is not something meta- 
physical. It is to produce effect 
upon men’s conduct, or it is good 
for nothing. It is: to have an 
effect upon the actions of men. 
It is to have a good influence in the 
affairs and on the condition ofmen: 
Now, if the Church religion be 
well calculated for this purpose, 
of what use is the Methodist reli- 
gion; and, if the Church religion 
be not calculated for this purpose, 
how is it that we see the Metho- 
dist Convocation so cordially unit- 
ing-with the Church in endeavour- 
ing to produce an effect, as to 
the affairs and condition of the 
nation? I should like to hear 
the answer that [some Methodist 
Bishop, (or Head Man) would 
give to this question. If it be use- 
less to attempt to answer Paine’s 
Age of Reason, an answer to 
this question could not be quite 
useless ; and, though I never med- 
die with religion, except when re- 
ligion meddles with politics, I can 
assure their reverences of the Con- 
FERENCE, that they had better 
answer this question the first mo« 
ment that they have to spare; and, 
until they have answered it, they 
will do well to desist from issuing 
fulminations against the- Refor. 
mers, and to cease calling upon 
their congregations (as one of 
‘them lately did, at Manchester) 
10 take up arms against men who 
have committed violence upon no- 
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body; who have no where broken 
the peace; whom no degree of 
suffering has been able to urge on 
to pillage or riot ; and who seek 
to better their condition by hum- 
bly Petitioning for a measure 
which they think would diminish 
the weight of taxation and pro- 
mote the cause of morality, by 
putting an end. to a great mass of 
drunkenness, bribery and perjury. 
If the Conference say; “‘ what care 
‘* we for these: what care we for 
‘* your sufferings: what care we 
“‘ for your want of employment 
‘‘and the weight of your taxes ; 
** so long as we have your weekly 
‘¢ pennies, and the interest of our 
“* money in the funds, the value of 
“which is augmented in propor- 
“tion as prices are low and em- 
*‘ployment scarce:” if this be 
their answer, then the Class and 
Class-leaders will know at once 
what to do; and, if they answer 
not, the people will soon know 
what to infer from their silence. 

In the meanwhile, however, the 
people have it in their power to 
puta stop to this species of taxa- 
tion. The Church, my Lord, if it 
meddled not with politics in any 
shape whatever, is by no means 
oppressive to the labouring classes, 
The tythes are paid by the Jand: 
and it is of no consequence to the 
labourer, whether the land-owner 
wear a Mitre or a Coronet, a black 
Coat or a blue coat. The land 
furnishes a Chureh, a church-yard, 
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and a Priest, for every parish. 
and it comes not to the labouring 
man for any contribution. [thy 
this amiable feature ‘in it, that i 


then 
» Chi 


t wi 





puts, in this respect, the poor may th th 
upon a level with the rich. Ani iimpd dee 
rightly viewed, a Church, maip. influ 
tained as ours is, generally speak. o on 
ing, presents a privilege to thel. [mane © 
bourer, rather than an oppression, nds t 
But, if the Methodist Conference urch 
be to come to him for a tax, of Mies. 
what use is the Church to him? ngin, 
He must be convinced before he t; al 
pay this tax, that the Church is mpiest 
of no use at all; and yet he sees fmmmmely, 
at this time an union of operation nies 
between the Conference and the ny V 
Church. If this be the case, why we 
Wi 


is he to contribute to the suppor 
of the Conference ; if both have 
the same influence in the affair 
and on the condition of men; and 
if one demand money from hia, 
and the other none; that surely 
is the best, which does not demanl 
the money. | 

But the Conference will tell it 
people, that, though it agre 
with the Church in _ politics; 
it does not agree with the Church 
in matters of religion. ‘The Cot 
ference must say this ; or else why 
have a Methodist Religion at ll 
and then the weekly pennies b¢ 
gin to tremble, and the mas ™ 
the Funds begins to shrink. !'" 
something pretty strange that ¢ 
Conference should think it ne 
sary to tax the people for the som 
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their souls, and. to represent 
» Church as quite inadequate, in 
t way, while this same Con- 
ence so cordially co-operates 
th the Church in all those acts 
hd deeds which are really to have 
influence on the condition and 
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speaks o on the morals of the people. 
the | famine Conference, however, pre- 
ression, nds that it dissents from the 
ference urch from purely religious mo- 
tax, of es. Now, there is one way of 
> him? nging this Conference to the 
fore be t; and that is the simplest and 
irch is siest of all ways in the world; 
he sees nely, by withholding the weekly 










mies! There are, doubtless, 
ny very sincere men amongst 
Methodist preachers, and these 
n will, ina twinkling, be disco- 
ed by this test. They will 
ach without pay, as the Apostles 
; and as the Quakers now do. 
bey willdo as Saint Paut told 
preachers of the Gospel to 
; that is, preach without pay ; 
i work with their own hands the 
gs that be good, in order to have 
give to him whd needeth. They 
ollect a great many passages 
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‘hurch eee" ptare, and, let us hope, that 
» Com this time of general misery, 
19 why y will not forget this. The 
tal;e*'y pennies take from each 
os be ly, at the very least, four 
ass it lings and two-pence a year ; 
Lis from families where there are 
at t ral young persons partly 





n up, five or six times the 
} €0 that, upon an average, 
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the Conference takes one week’s 
provisions from a family ina year. 
This affords a nice little smuggling 
from a priesthood that-is doing 
all that lies in its power to pre- 
vent the whole of the people of 
this kingdom from enjoying free- 
dom and happiness. 

However, this cannot last long, 
in the present enlightened state 
of the public. A man who has 
been making shoes all the week 
will not preach the worse for that 
on the Sunday. A black coat, 
and a white band, do not put 
knowledge into the head, or vir- 
tue into the heart; nor do they 
give eloquence to the tongue. 
There are thousands upon thou- 
sands of labourers and artizans 
and manufacturers, who never 
yet attempted to preach, and who 
are better able to do it than the 
members of the Conference, who 
for the far greater part, have been’ 
labourers and artizans, and who 
have become preachers, because 
it was pleasanter to preach than 
to work. At any rate, in this 
time of dreadful misery, I earnest- 
ly hope that the taxing system of 
the Methodists will very soon 
give way before the good sense, 
the spirit, and the justice of the 
people. In every place where 
there is a Methodist Chapel, let 
the people go, if they like; but 
let them pay nothing. No more 
pennies. If the preacher be really 





‘inspired, I will warraut that he 
il 





, 


4 

4 

: 

4 

é 
pty 
: Jf 





‘> ee ee EO bee oe - 



















751] 


will speak without being. paid. 
With very little grace, do the 
methodist cry out 
against a hireling priesthood. 
The Quakers have some reason 
on their side, when they put forth 
this cry, but the Methodists are 


preachers 


really and truly firelings, while 
at the same time, they exercise 
They 


collect the money; they put it 


all the powers of masters. 


in the funds; they are a great 
company of fundholders : 
will suffer no inquiry as to how 


they 


they divide the money: they even 
expel members, if they dare to 
make any such inquiry. In short, 
the Jesuits in Peru never exercised 
a more arbitrary authority. 

It is impossible for any rational 
being to believe, if he take time 
to reflect, that it can be the wish, 
will, and pleasure of God Al- 
mighty, that any part of his crea- 
tures should live in a state of 
suffering such as the people of this 
country now endure. It would, 
indeed, be to be a blasphemer, to 
hold such an abominable doctrine. 
Can it then be the pleasure of God 
that these methodist preachers 
should live in ease and luxury 
upon the pennies extracted from 
the pitiful earnings of their starv- 
ing congregations? Can it be the 
pleasure of God that those who 
profess to be teachers of his word, 
should thus flagrantly disobey 
some of the most strongly en- 
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[759 753. 
word? It is impious in the jay kin 
degree to suppose that God doe; HB mort 
not wish the happiness of all his lux! 
creatures. . This wish of God js thoc 
written in the mind of man, which | pen 
always teaches him to pursue y hai the. 
he thinks will tend to his happi. my 
ness. Cana man be happy with. wou 
out the enjoyment of his rights: lor g 
without a sufficiency of food and Ie wan 
of raiment; and can those mea I sh 
be the followers of Jesus Christ, Brit ( 
who tell the suffering many to be para 
coutentin the last degree of ni- T 
sery, which indeed these teachers | part 
aid in producing by the exactions for 
which furnish them with the means thes 
of living in luxury. They tell u of th 
that this is a state of trial; a vale have 
of tears; andsoon. But they them fed p 
selves take care to shed but few | The 
tears. The word of Gop nowhere fto hi 
tells us that this is to be a state ol | prog 
slavery and a vale of starvation; pels, 
but, on the contrary, it is fulld for t 
humane precepts ; it is full of pas hold 
sages which tell us that all the anol 
products of the earth have bee! The 
made for our use and enjoymest % 

in tk 


it is very true, that, in the par 
rable, the rich man is in misery 
after this life, while the begga" 
in Abraham’s bosom. But, weal’ 
not to conclude from this, that we 
must be beggars, and live by licke 
ing up crumbs, én orderto be saved. 
If this were the case, the Methot 
ist Conference would be in a ve") 
poor way; for, perhaps, there '§ 
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nota body of men in the whole 
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| kingdom that lead more easy, 
more comfortable, and even more 


luxurious lives. If I were a Me- 


thodist, I would take care of my 


pennies: I would give them in 
the shape of food and raiment, to 
my own wife and children: I 
would interpret my Bible myself, 


or goto hear a man that did not 
want to be paid: and I think that 


I should not, on this account, me- 


‘rit the fate of the rich man in the 


parable. 
The Methodists, in the several 


/parts of the kingdom, have paid 


for the building Chapels; but 


_ these become, at once, the properly 


So that, they 
have real property, as well as fund- 


‘ed property; and they levy taxes. 
They suffer no one but themselves 
-to have any thing to do with this 
_property, which, besides the Cha- 


pels, consists of dwelling-houses 
for the Preachers. And thus they 
hold the Congregations by quite 
another tie than that of principle. 
The Buildings are theirs; and 
they will suffer nobody to preach 
in the Chapels, who is not chosen 
by themselves. No wonder that 
such a body should pay its court 
to those who have the power of 
making laws! And this it has al- 
Ways done from its very first be- 
ginning. The people who are 
fethodists in principle, have but 
one remedy; and that is, as I said 
before, to withhold their pennies, 


and other contributions; or, at 
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any rate, not to give any, in any 
case, where the preacher does 
not distinctly avow his enmity to 
drunkenness, corruption, bribery, 
and perjury, and his friendship to 
a lawful and constitutional Re- 
form of the Commons’ House of 
Parliament. 

The members of this Conference 
have a School at King’s Wood, at 
which their sons (and not the sons 
of their congregations, ) are educat- 
ed! This is their University. This, 
too, is maintained at the expence 
of the congregations, who, for 
this purpose, are called on for an 
annual subscription! The sons, 
thus educated, sally out, in due 
time, to be gentlemen; that is to 
say, to have places of some sort or 
other, under the government.— 
To be Excisemen, Taxgatherers, 
Clerks and Officers of various 
sorts. For the fathers are the 
most busy and persevering set of 
menon earth. Is it possible for 
the good people who pay for the 
bringing up of these sons, to be- 
lieve that it is God’s pleasure that 
they should be taxed in order to 
feed and educate the children of 
their preachers: in order to make 
gentlemen: in order to add to the 
race of idlers, while their own 
children and wives have scarcely 
a Sufficiency of the bare necessa- 
ries of life? Saint Paul says, that 
he who neglects the care of his. 
own kindred is worse than a Hea- 
then; what must those be, then, 
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who, of their own accord, with- 
hold a part ofthe bread from their 
own children, and give it to fat- 
ten a lazy crew who are to be 
brought up to be the masters of 
those children! Can it be pleas- 
ing to God: can it tend to the 
salvation of a man’s soul to act in 
this way? Did Jesus Christ tell 
his Apostles to saddle the faithful 
with keeping their wives and 
children? Did the Apostles raise 
contributions upon their disciples, 
in order to deck out their wives 
in silks and satins, and to bring up 
their sons as gentlemen? 


This is an enormous abuse. It 
is one of the things that a Re- 
formed Parliament would set to 
rights in a twinkling. Here is 
a mass of property; Chapels, 
Parsonage houses, School houses, 
Land, Public Funds, which a 
body of men, wholly unknown to 
the law, have contrived to get 
within their grasp and to appro- 
priate to their own exclusive be- 
nefit; while this.same body of 
men throw the charge of educat- 
ing their own children upon a 
part of the people of the country. 
When we consider all these 
things; when we consider what 
a stake the Conference has in the 
funds; and when we consider for 
“what purposes their sons are edu- 
cated, and see that in numerous 
cases, at least, they are destined 
to becomie clerks, excisemen, 
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the Methodist congregations need 
not be at all surprised at the at- 
tachment of the Conference to 
the present order of things. They 
need not be at all surprised at the 
Bulls which the Conference issues 
from time to time against the Re. 
formers. They need not be at 
all surprised at the Methodist 
preacher at Manchester, who 
called upon his congregation to 
take up arms against the Re- 
formers. A-labourer’s family is, 
in one way or other, taxed to 
the amount of as much as would 
breed up a child. Let me ask 
any Methodist whether he thinks 
that his paying at this rate is 
necessary to the salvation of his 
soul? Whether he thinks that he 
ought to follow men who act in 
precise contradiction to the pre- 
cepts and the example of all the 
Apostles ? 

There are some few preachers 
amongst the Methodists who ac- 
tually do preach without pay. But 
these men, though so well worthy 
of praise and of encouragement, 
are sure to be kept down by that 
haughty aristocracy, or rather, 
oligarchy of which the Conference 
consists. These pious and dis 
interested men, who are really 
followers of the Apostles, to the 
utmost of their power, are seldom 
permitted to preach to large ©o" 


gregations, The Dons of ‘the 
Conference scowl upon the; 


treat them asa sort of interlopers 
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F send them off into little villages to 


preach to half dozens, or half 


scores; while they themselves 
preach to thousands. Now, it 
' ought to be a point with the Me- 
> thodists all over the kingdom to go 
' tohear none but these disinterest- 


ed men; and, if the Conference shut 
them out of the chapels, they 
ought to hear them at their own 


_ houses, to follow them into barns 
or under trees. 


There wants 
nothing but to consult reason and 


truth, and to follow what they shall 
_ prescribe. No man has the power 
_tosave the soul of another man. 
Gop, in giving his word to men, 
_ never could intend that they 
_ should have to purchase from 
_ man, the salvation which is freely 
_ tendered to them in that word. 
“Freely have you received, and 
|“ freely give. 
_ceptof Jesus Curist. 
Conference hold a different sort 
of doctrine: for, whatever they 


99 


This is the pre- 
But the 


may have received, it is pretty 
clear that they will give nothing 


_ without being well paid for it. 


Now, my Lord, without enter- 
ing into any inquiry, with regard 
to other religious sects, we may 
here see that there is, at this 
time, a peculiar duty” demand- 
ed from the Bishops of the Church. 
The state of things above de- 
scribed points that duty out. If 
there be unbelievers in great num- 
bers, who can wonder at it, while 
there is one sect. who. is chal: 
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lenging the Church to a compari- 
son of populousness; and _ while 
there are, perhaps, fifty, altoge- 
ther, each representing all the 
rest as being in error; each con- 
\demning all the rest, as being 
misleaders; each broadly insi- 
nuating that the doctrine and dis- 
cipline of all the rest leads to per- 
dition; while all of them call 
themselves Christians, and all of 
them appeal to the very same 
book, as an authority for their 
dogmas and their terrible denun- 
ciations? In sucha state of things, 
the wonder is, not that there are 
so many unbelievers, but that 
there are so many who retain any 
belief at all. The fault, therefore, 
is in the Christians themselves, 
and not in those who no longer 
profess to be Christians; for, as 
Pore observes, in speaking of 
wrangling Divines: “* They write 
about it, till e’en believers begin 
to doubt it#” 5 , 

What you Mordship and the 
rest of the Right Reverend Bench 
to do, it would 
be presumption in meto say. But, 
I have never been an inattentive 
observer of the Clergy. A Cor- 
respondent once complained of 
me, that I appeared to have no 
religion but what was connected 
with politics. This is very much 
my case; and must it not be so 
in reason, where Church and State 
are so closely united, and where 
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of the Church are built up- 
on Acts of Parliament. If 
the King be the head of the 
Church, his subjects, of course, 
must feel that their religion 1s 
connected with politics. How- 
ever, I see every thing with the 
eye of a Politician. I see, in a 
clergyman of the Church, not 
merely a preacher of the Gospel, 
but a participator in fact as well 
as in law, of the produce of the 
land, and of the rents of houses. 
I see, in him, a man having a great 
deal to do in parochial contribu- 
tions ; in the management of the 
poor; in the licensing of Public 
Houses, where his certificate is 
applied for. I see in hima per- 
son, capable of doing (from the 
very nature of his office) a great 
deal of good or a great deal of 
harm. In that part of the Church 
which is not merely parochial, | 
see the heads of. ‘Seminaries of 
learning ; and | 

the possessors bense estates 
in Houses, Laftids, “and Manors. 
Take it altogether, the Church of 
England is a body beyond all com- 
parison, more opulent and more 
powerful than any body of men 
(short of the rulers of some great 
Kingdom) that ever existed upon 
the face of the earth. It follows, 
of course, that if affairs, as to re- 
ligion, be such as to require the 
interference of the secular arm, 
it must be the fault of this natu- 
rally powerful body. It has often 


moreover, 
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struck me, when, engaged in the 
sports of the field, I have sat up- 
on my horse on some high hill, 
and, casting my eye around, caw 
the spires rising so th’ckly and so 
regularly over the country; it 
has often struck me with wonder, 
that there should be any such a 
being as a dissenter in this King. 
dom! Especially when I consi- 
dered the ample means which the 
Church possessed: her ample 
wealth and her ample powers. | 
have always come to a conclusion, 
that if I myself had been a Cler- 
gyman, my parishioners should 
never have straggled from me; 
being always firmly convinced that 
sober reason, urged with mild- 
ness, accompanied with talent, 
will always be an over-match for 
fanaticism, as I have proved it to 
be an over-match for falsehood 


and fury in politica! matters. 


Your Lordship will see the,poin! 
towards which I am approaching. 
The fault lies in the want of cov- 
stant residence and a diligent dis 
charge of the duties, and a dill- 
gent exercise of the powers, col 
mitted to the hands of the Clergy: 
They meddle too much with bois 
terous and angry politics. They 
become, in numerous instance 
partizans. They cause, by these 
means, open divisions among 
the people; and they hav 
unhappily, adopted the belie! 
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that Reform of Parliament means 
' Revolution; and that Revolu- 
Stion means a Revolution like 
‘that of France, which, as is well 
known, stripped the Church of all 
its property including its tythes. 
Even, if their opinion, in this 
srespect were correct, they do not 
act a wise part under the present 
bcircumstances of the nation. They 
treason wrongly. There is no Re- 
Hormer who contemplates Revolu- 
tionin the usual acceptation of that 
iword. Ihave as much to say in 
the matter as any man; and it is 
‘probable, that my words have as 
much influence with the people as 
ithe words of any man ; and I, at 
lall times, declare that to tear es- 
tablishments to pieces, would, in 
my opinion, be as wicked an act 
as ever was contemplated by man. 
hose persons are very much de- 


ceived who think that the mass of 


he people; or the vulgar, as some 
folks call them, have no regard 
lor the security of property and 
for the preservation of those dis- 
tinctions in Society without which 
i nation (which has been long ac- 
ustomed to those distinctions) 
pvould run great risk of falling, 
irst into confusion and then-into 
Heebleness : and, as to those per- 
sons who have been abused, most 
grossly calamniated, under © the 
appellation of Radical Reformers, 
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pride in their country, love of its 
honour and renown, are not less 
dear to their hearts than the en- 
joyment of their own rights. One 
of their motives for seeking a Re- 
form, is, that theirCountry may rot 
sink down into that feeble and de- 
graded thing, which, they are per- 
suaded, nothing but a Reform will 


And, 


my Lord, is it possible for any ra- 


prevent it from becoming. 


tional man not now to perceive 
that their persuasion is correct ? 
However, even supposing the 
alarm of the Clergy, as to the de- 
signs of the Reformers, to be 
correct; even in this case, the 
Clergy do not act a wise part. It 
is universally acknowledged, that 
some great change must take place. 
{n this all men are agreed; and, 
therefore, the only thing to settle 
is, what sort of change that shall 
be. I have, at this moment, lying 
upon my table, thirteen letters, 
received withig four days, from 
persons of considerable property, 
existing in various shapes, which 
letters request my advice as fo 
what the owners of sach property 
ought to do with it, seeing the cri- 
One of 


these letters contains a pound, as 


sis that is: approaching! 


a FEE to me, for my opinion! 
Now, my Lord,. you may believe 
me or not, as you please ; ‘but, I 
assure you, and the writers of 
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these letters, that I tremble with | 


anxiety when I look at them. I 
have hitherto, during my life, had 
my feelings divided: I have cared 
about many things at a time: but 
now, my feelings are all for my 
country. Ihave had no hand in 
bringing her into this degraded 
state. I have, on the contrary, 
laboured most diligently and most 
disinterestedly, in order to pre- 
vent her being brought into this 
state. If my advice had been fol- 
lowed, she would now have been 
tranquil, free, prosperous and 
great. I have been abused, ca- 
lumniated, persecuted. and most 
cruelly punished in return for 
those endeavours and for that ad- 
vice; but still I feel for my coun- 
try and would sacrifice every com- 
fort upon earth ; [ would willing- 
ly and joyfully make that sacrifice, 
if, by that sacrifice, 1 could cause 
her restoration. But, what hope 
can | have, while, instead of mea- 
sures of remedy, such as would 
proceed from great and expanded 
minds, I see nothing proposed 
which is not almost a disgrace to 


Change Alley ; while from the ru- | 


ral districts, we hear of proposi- 
tions which would better become 
the cells of Bedlam. Instead of 
the language of conciliation to- 
wards ¢he- people; instead of 
“words to soothe them in their un- 
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paralleled distress; we hear of 
nothing but defiance and menace. 
instead of something to call fort) 
the exercise of their patience 
and to inspire them with hope. 
we hear of nothing but wha 
must necessarily tend to irri. 
tate and urge them on to deeds 
of despair. The thirteen letters 
which I have spoken above, my 
Lord, are no more than a speci. 
men of the thoughts, the fears, 
the alarms, of tender fathers and 
mothers ; and, your Lordship will 
please to observe, that, in no one 
instance, is the writer of any of 
these letters knownto me. They 
are but a mere specimen of what 
is now going on in the minds of 
men. Property will be removed 
from the country, in all directions. 
It is now actually going away, 
like the meltings of an immense 
mass of ice, which has been a 
cumulating for ages, and which 
has, all at once been exposed to 
the sun. From every part of ils 
base, there is a trickling curreutr 
scarcely perceptible, indeed, but 
being constantly going, will, if 
remedy be not speedily applied, 
reduce the mass to nothing. 
Lhe Clergy, therefore, ought 
to look forward to what will i 
evitably arrive, at no distant day. 
One projector has already broach- 
ed a-plan which would take 4¥*) 
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nd transfer from the Church, for 
ever, a full third part of its pro- 
Eperty. No Reformerhas ever yet 
proached a project of this sort ; 
and yet this project has, by the 
enemies of Reform, and the pre- 
Yended friends of the Establish- 
ments, been trumpeted forth as 
wise and ‘necessary! ‘This, one 
would think, ought to give much 
greater alarm to the Clergy than 
any thing which they can, without 
being absolutely mad, anticipate 
rom a Reform of the Parliament. 
The thing, my Lord, is fast com- 
g; it is now visibly coming to 
what I, many years ago, foretold 
t would come, namely, a taking 
way of the lands and giving them 
lo the fund-holders, or a very great 
deductionfrom the interest of the 
ndholders. Thefate of theChurch 
lepends much upon the temper of 
And the question 
Which it seems-to me the Clergy 
ave to decide on, is this, whether, 
in the struggle which is approach- 
g, they areto have the mass of 
he people on their side, or that 
lass against them. ‘The tempo- 
alities of the Church consist of 
operty which, as to its tenure, 
iffers from other property in gene- 
The tenure is contingent, 
nd has often been brought under 
© controul and subject to the 
lsposition of acts.of Parliament. 
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The Clergy should remember this ; 
and, indeed, the projectors who 
are now at work, appear to me to 
be very likely to make them re- 
member it as long as they live. 
The line of conduct to be pur- 
sued by the Clergy is this: an ab- 
staining from gross intermeddling 
in politics ; a gentleness and kind- 
ness towards their parishioners ; 
an endeavour to conciliate upon 
all occasions,rather than tosubdue 
by force; and especially to use 
every effort in their power to pre- 
vent acts of petty tyranny in all 
their neighbourhoods. It issurpriz- 
ing that they eannot.see how much 
influence and how much real power 


they loose by becoming justices of 


the peace; and thereby becoming 
the inflictors of punishment, in- 
stead of being the Ministers. of 
peace and good-will. Men, when 
they have seen them, active and 
vigorous in the former capacity, 
can, with difficulty bring them- 
selves to listen to them with pa- 
tience..in the latter capacity. 
When they lay: down. the powers. 
of the word, in order to take up. 
those of the sword, they lay them 
down for ever ! 

Very wisely has it been settled 
in the United States of America, 
that no clergyman of any descrip- 


‘tion shall be.a Magistrate. They 
are sometimes choseiy as Members” 
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of the Legislatures; that is to 
say, as the propounders and ma- 
kers oflaws; but as to the execu- 
tionof the laws ; as to the bearing 
of the sword; it has been wisely 
‘deemed. incompatible with their 
‘spiritual functions. In thatcountry 
there exists no distinctions as to 
religion. All men live together 
without wrangling about religion 
and with very little, indeed, of 
controversy upon the subject. In 
New York, there is a Roman 
Catholic Church which has fifteen 
thousand Members belonging to it. 
They are almost all Irish, and I 
would to Gop that there were 
fifteen thousand men to be found 
in any one City of the King’s 
Dowinions so orderly, so free 
from vice, so happy and so con- 
tented! I had the honour to dine, 
afew days before [ left New York, 
with one of. the Priests and with 
the Bishop of this part of the 
Roman Catholic community in 
America; and two more amiable 
ayd more pious men, more consi- 
derate, more humane, and more 
excellent, in every respect, I never 
met with. Itis nearly the same 
with regard to all the other réli- 
‘gious sects. It now and then 
happens (as will always be the 
case) thata bad man belongs to 
the Ministry. But, at the very 
first trip, out he goes ; and thus, 
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is religion never disgraced by the 
immorality of its teachers. No. 
thing can bemore exemplary thay 
}the Ministers of ‘the English 
Churchin America. Their Bishops 
and Priests are what they real}; 
ought tobe; andI always enter. 
tained for them the highest tr. 
spect. 

Nobody in that country expres. 
ses any fears about the increase of 
blasphemy. . Ninety nine hup. 
dreths of the people do not know 
what the word means. ‘They ar 
all religious; and all pay respect 
to clergymen. ‘They are a race 
of Republicans that pull of th 
hat to nobody, out of fear or sub. 
missiveness. A man worth a 
million of dollars, passes along 
the street as unheeded as a cat- 
man; but every body, even the 
lowest of. the labourers, shov 
respect to Clergymen. It is 4 
saying, at New York, that if you 
have a fancy to have people pull 
their hats off to you, you mus 
make yourselfa parson. Lawyer 
and Doctors are, indeed, treated 
with a little more -respect than® 
mere rich man; thana mere muck: 
worm; but the clergyman, be he 
of what sect he may, is sure ( be 
treated with attention and respe 
These Clergymen, too, are all of 


them well paid. | They recelte 





upon an average, five times © 
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: " "  asan English curate; and 
pe Fwere to say ten times as much, 
Enelis ould - nearer the mark. 
hes erica is, in short, by ~ the 
© Bt religious country in the 
| ie. ld; and this effect arises from 
a. s moral conduct of the teachers 
‘yy: from their carefully abstain- 
from intermeddling ‘with poli- 

7X Pres 
aa he law freely tolerates all re- 
Lael ons; even that of the Deist. 
ey ate permits the Deist to swear in 
cape urts of Justice by simply hold- 
ol up his hand. ‘This very rare- 
oF the occurs ; perhaps, not four times 
ait ear in the whole country ; but 
rth 2 en it does occur, it excites no 
hail judice against the man; _ his 
ol idence is received with as much 








n the dit as if he swore upon the 


fangelists; and he experiences 
sort of persecution. As tothe 


show 


is a 






gislatures (the Congress parti- 















‘Ou 
a arly) they literally follow the 
must cepts of the Gospel in this re- 
_ ct. They swear not at all. So 
ated t, the President, or any Mem- 
jan a of the Congress, may be a 
uck- W, Deist, or even an Atheist. 
e he ditis very likely that some of 
obe m are really of the two last 
ai sses. Yet, they are a very en- 
1 of htened body of men; very 





Se; very just in most of their 
ceedings; and perfectly ‘faith- | 
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portant trust. What we ever 
shall see in the world, I-do not 
know; but, up to this time, we 
have not seen, taking all their 
history into view, a body of men 
so wise, so prudent and so just “ts 
that Congress. 

With this mass of experience 
before our eyes, how can we pos- 
sibly believe, my Lord, that fire 
and faggot, or that penal statutes, 


can tend to the advancement of 
Be the 
excuses for them, what they may, 


the cause of religion? 


penal statutes upon matters of 
opinion will always be regarded 
as persecution; and, if nothing 
else can possibly alienat the peo- 
ple from the Christian faith, per- 
secution will effect that purpose. 
[ saw Mr. Earown stand in the 
pillory for publishing a little tract 
of Mr. Paine which was called 
(falsely) his Third Part of the 
The day before, 
in the same place, a man had béén 
in the pillory for perjury, and had 
been pelted with rotten eggs, and 
almost strangled by blood and 
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guts brought from the slaughter- 
houses, and flung in ‘his face. 
Very different was the ‘reception 
that Mr. Eaton met with!’ An 
immense crowd of people cheered 
him during the whole hour: some 
held out biscuits, as if to present 





to their great and most im- 


him with: others held him out 
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glasses of wine, and others little 
flags of triumph and bunches of 
flowers. While the executioner 
and officers of Justice were hoot- 
ed! THIS IT WAS, MY LORD, 
THAT WAS THE REAL 
CAUSE OF PUTTING AN 
END TO THE PUNISHMENT 
OF THE PILLORY! Which 


was not put an end to from any 
of those motives which Mr. Can- 
n1NG has recently ascribed to the 
makers of that law. The pillory 
was a suitable and a just mode of 


punishing; it was, also, a very 
ancient mode of punishing; it 
was a humane way of punishing; 
it was a moral way of punish- 
ing: it proceeded upon the 
principle that shame had preat 
influence on the human breast 
and upon another principle, uni- 
versally recognized as just, which 
is, that punishments are inflicted 
for the sake of example, and not 
for the sake of vengeance. The 
perjuror suffers in his body, from 
being shut up in a prison, but the 
knowledge of his punishment, and 
his future degradation is known 
to but very few persons; where- 
as, by exhibiting him in the pil- 
Jory, he becomes nearly as noto- 
rious as is the hatred of his crime. 
Mr. CANNING’s argument upon 
the occasion alluded to, was as 
flimsey as that watty gentleman’s 
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sr 
arguments generally are. [ty 
right, he said, not to expose gH 
tlemen of literary attainments, ; 
the chance of so odious a puni 
ment. But, could the Parliamey 
not have taken the punishm 
from libellers and have left its 
for the correction and exposure 
perjurors, swindlers and pubjj 
peculators? And to take it fry 
all at once, what was this but 
put Gentlemen of literary attaip 
ments upon a level with the to 
est of miscreants? So muchf 
the justice and humanity of th 
measure of abolishing the pillon; 
which was much about uponal 
vel with the report in favour ol 
softening of the Penal Code, whi 
report is now before the House 
Commons, and which report st 
out by saying that the Reporten 
do not propose any softening 
all with regard. to offences “ 0/s 
political nature’?! Oh no! the 
softening is intended only for po 
harmless thieves and such like 
All the severities” of the pe 
code may remain undisturbed,’ 
far as relates to those whocom 
political offences! The pillog 
gave a sort of an appeal lo thePe 
ple. It was ancient; it was X 
and it was just. It has been ® 
away; but a Reformed Parliam 


will not sit one month before i! 
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—Tty 
ose ge Jed opinion. 
ooking back to the scene which 
xhibition of Mr. Eaton pro- 
d: the multitude collected 
perfectly promiscuous. High 
low, rich and poor. Gentle- 
, Merchants, Tradesmen of 


orts, artizans and labourers, 


nents, 
L Punis 
rliameps 
hishm 
oft it stil 
osure 
publi 


@ it fro a pretty fair proportion of fe- 


s but »s. If they had all been 
y attaip n up together and put down 
the to n open field, it might have 


puch f truly said: there is a spe- 
nof London. There was nota 
nting voice, and yet, my Lord, 
-all these people Deists ? Per- 
, not one single soul of them. 
ly were not ignorant of the 
eof his being in the pillory; 
he had taken care to station 
and men with. bills in their 
y with these words printed oh 


1. “Mr. Eaton is put in the 


y of th 
pillory; 
ON a le 
our of 
e, whic 
Touse d 
ort set 
»porlen 
ning 
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0! the lory for publishing Paine’s Age 
for post Reason.’’ Not a Deist, I will 
sh like! bund to say, was to beffoundin 


> De crowd; and yet, they could 
rbed, give their assent to a punish- 
‘comm tinflicted for a matter of opi- 
pillon 
the Pe 


as 











iis one instance would, with any 
men, have decided the point; 
to combat men as to matters of 
ion, punishment is wholly ‘un- 
ling. Opinion must be met by 
ment, if metat all; for to combat 
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re it 


pred; of, at least, this is my’ 
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it by vindictive measures is only to 
insure its triamph ; and, my Lord, lam 
thoroughly convinced that the law to 
which your Lordship was pleased to 
give your assent, in so decided a 
manner, will, in the end, be injurious, 
instead. of being beneficial to the 
cause of the christian religion general- 
ly and to the cause of the Church of 
England in particular. Juries, now 
that the terrible punishment ofs 
banishment may be inflicted on a 
man; now that he may be for ever 
driven from his country, his home, 
his friends, his family and all that he 
holds dear upon earth for having 
erred (admitting it to be error) as 
to a mere matter of opinion ; juries, 
under such circumstances, must be un- 
feeling or careless in the extreme not 
to proceed with great reluctance and 
with uncommon circumspection, to a 
verdict of guilty; which may be 
attended with consequences infinitely 
more cruel than those of death itself. 


From such a mode of combatting 
error, my mind would recoil with 
afright ; nor can I believe that, when 
your Lordship has had time to reflect 


upon the matter, you will think ita. 


mode very well becoming the support 
of a Christian Protestant Church. 
However, while I should not be justi- 
fied in questioning the humanity of 
your Lordship, or in imputing to you 
any other motivé for your conduct, 
upon this occasion, than that of ad- 
vancing the interests ef religiop, I 
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have availed myself of the exercise of 
that small portion of literary liberty 
which has been left to us, in order 
candidly, and, I trust, not disrespect- 
fully, to offer you my opinions upon 
the subject. Ido not flatter myself 
thatthese opinions will have any very 
great weight; but, we have all of us 
duties to perform in Society, and, 
upon this occasion, [ have endea vour- 


ed to perform mine. 
Iam, my Lord Bishop, 
Your most obedient, 


And most humble servant, 


Wm. COBBETT. 





TO 
Mr. JAMES PAUL COBBETT, 
AT NEW YORK. 


London, 26 January, 1820. 


My DEAR JAMEs, 
You will see, by referring to 
the last Register, that I gave no- 


tice that the birth-day of Mr. 
Paine would be celebrated on its 
anniversary, the 29th instant, by 
a public dinner at the Crown and 
Anchor Tavern, in the Strand. I 
had no idea that meanness, jea- 
lousy, spite and fear would de- 
scend so low as to interfere, upon 
an occasion like this, to prevent 
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the landlord of the house fron 
furnishing us with room and dip, 
ner. This, however, has been th 
case; and the man, after a goo 
deal of quibbling and shifing 
and divers silly pretences, has 4 
fused. The celebration, therefor. 
will not take place just at presett, 

When I arrived in England 
Mr. who had _ pub. 
lished the Age of Reason, taj 


just been prosecuted and cop. 


CARLILE, 


demned to suffer a most tremeni. 
ous fine and imprisonment. Tle 
trial, the sentence, and all tle 
circumstances together, had pr 
duced that sort’ of temporary 
panic to which Jonn Butt ha 
always been very liable and 
which the sober sided Yankee 
know nothing. To cry outagains 
Paine and “les 


phemy,” was the order of the day 


CARLILE, 


| amongst all the enemies of fret 


dom. Nor was Mrs. Cartill 
omitted, who is a Hampshire 
lass, and was born, I believe, 
at Sasbury Green, within, ® 
you know, three miles of Bo 
ley. What harm she could do" 
Christendom, it is not easy dis 
cover; and as to Mr. Cartilh 


he had long been a vender of tf 


ligious tracts, so that, one would 


think, the former part of bis 
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8 frog e might have formed something 
and dip. the way of set off against the 
been th tter. 
8 goog To bring in the bones of PAINE 
shifting nidst such a state of things was 
, has re de Joes , 
, put public opinion, and especie 
lerelore, ee 
Sally with regard to myself, to the 
present, gs 
sngland verest test. By way of prepa- 
d_ pub tion, the newspapers (about 
on, had ree hundred in number) had 
dene oclaimed me to be coming with 
bene” ‘desion to carry the bones at the 
t. The ; 
1a rad of a Revolutionary army. 
all the 
hey had called me blasphemer 
ad pro 
nporar ul had prefixed to my name every 
LL has ppellation calculated to fill the 
and Oiminds of the people with hatred 
‘ankesMpainst me. All the hypocrites in 
inst ; : 
~~ e nation, all the bigots, all those 
“ blase 
ho live by the taxes were open 
the day . 
r m 
free buthed against me an y 





The and Cou- 


ler newspapers, more especially, 


licts. Times 





RULE 
npshir 
believe, emed with the most abomina- 
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-calumnies, descending, at last, 
No 


te dared to move a pen or tongue 









bwn to sheer execrations. 






my defence, and I found that 
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» upon this point (except the 





pouring people) were silent. 
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Former friends, or pretended 
friends, shrugged up their shoul- 
ders; and looked hard in my face, 
as if in wonder that I was not dis- 
mayed. ‘They seemed surprised 
to see me as cheerful and to hear 
me laugh, as much as ever. Three 
Gentlemen at Liverpool were an 


honourable exception. 

I know Joun Buu as well 
as most people, and I know 
that his panics are not of long 
duration. Nothing ever was, or 
ever will be, more than a nine 
days wonder, in England, in spite 
of every art that can be made use 
of to keep it alive. You have, 
before, had an account of my re- 
ception at Liverpool ; and that 
good little man, Captain Coseg 
will have told you, before now, all 
the particulars. The proclama- 
tion of the Manchester Magis- 
trates to prevent me from receiy- 
ing in person the congratulations 
of the people in that populous dis- 
trict, said a great deal more for 
me than the people themselves 
could have said. The very pleas- 
ing reception at Coventryand that 


in London, though they did not 


we 
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at all surprize' me, convinced me 
that my calculations as to the du- 
ration of the panic were correct. 
The dreadful bills which followed 
close upon the heels of those 
transactions have alarmed our ene- 
mies much more than they have 
the Reformers. And the punish- 
ing of blasphemy with banishment 
has given a shock to the feelings 
and opinions of the middling class 
such as they, perhaps, never re- 
ceived before. During the dis- 
cussions in Parliament, a great 
deal was said upon this sub- 
ject; and my Lord Grosvenor 
took occasion to speak of the 
famous bones in terms of great 
contempt, and to infer, as a proof 
of the religiousness of the People, 
that they despised this act of bring- 
ing home the bones of Parne. 

His Lordship is not so well ac- 
quainted with the opinions of the na- 
tion asIam. Heis correct as to the 
religious feelings of the country ; but 
he ought to have known that it is the 
politics and the political economy of 
Paine that I admire, and, on account 
of which, I think that: his remains 
ought to. be honoured. The nation 
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thinks with me, upon this subject, | 


P= 


know it does. But I was resolved jp 
put this matter to the test, by inyjt. 
ing toa public dinner, at their ow) 
expence, those persons in Londen, 
who chose to celebrate the Anniver. 
sary of Mr. Patne’s birth. And, 
upon this occasion, I thought it right 
to take the whole responsibility upon 
myself; to put myself in the chair; 
to propose resolutions declaring Pirr 
and Fox unworthy of being remen- 
bered by annual celebrations, and de- 
claring PAinE to be worthy of that 
honour. This, you will say, was 
taking Joun Buu by his horns. But 
I was sure of my mark, and there 
would have been such a companys 
this Crown and Anchor never yet sa¥ 
and- never will see, Not only the 
great room, which will contain a thov- 
sand persons; but all the other roots 
would have been full. The compaty 
would not have cared a straw about 
the eating, and the House would have 
been unable to contain a quarter p2" 
of the persons that would freely hav? 
given their ‘money merely to be pre 
sent, without so much as a drink of 


water to regale them. 


| Envy, hatred, malice, reves’ 


fear ; but above all, Envy, me 
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I 
ck, dastardly Envy interfered to 
syent the triumph of reason and of 


th. and the Landlord refused us 


house. Now, mind, the thing 


is too low, too base to be imputed 


the Ministers or to any body under 


1. This is a thing beneath them. 


h extremely low, extremely des- 


able acts, they do not deal in. 


psec acts are reserved for the en- 


screw, whom [ first found in a 


of spawn-like state ; who were 


red into life and puffed up into 


rtance by myself, and who, as a 
isiment for their ingratitude, I 
¢, by my silence, pent up in an 
r hole, as Caliban was by Pros- 


I will not take off the punish- 


Bt by naming them even now ; for, 


vas the maxim with the mean 
ches spoken of by Pope, ‘* better 


tdamned than not be named at 


"» 


® consequence will, in the end, 
that either this Crown and An- 
» OF Some other great house in 


Hon, will be rented, or bought, by 





ns friendly to the Cause of Re-: 
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form; and I shall, I dare say, soon be 
able to tell you, that an aneihittins is 
formed for this purpose. You will 
observe, that, as the law now stands, 
nobody dares take money for admis- 
sion into any place where politics are 
talked. So that, we are compelled to 
have a dinner, or else we should be 
laid by the heels, and, for any thing 
that I know, transported. You will 
say that the paper tent upon Long 
Island is better than this. No, no, 


my boy, for though the paper tent 


was very pleasant to eat, drink and 


sleep in, there were no victories gain- 


ed there; no mean wretches exposed ; 


no services rendered to our suffering 


countrymen. I have not been in the 
least disappointed. 
country in precisely the state that I 
expected to find it in. 
would have been continually here if 
my body had remained there. I have 
found every thing as I expected to 
find it; except, that the measures 
against the press are a little short of 
what I expected; and yet, a consi- 


derable deal of ingenuity has been 


employed. 








I have found the 


My mind. 
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1 intend, in the course of the win- {to give him out the hair, and to see B sho 
ter, tohave Mr. Parne’s hair put into | jt put in myself, then to write in my you 
gold rings. Those which I have pro- | own hand, a certificate, on parche 
mised to send to New York, shall be} ment and to deliver it with each ring, 


sent, andthe rest J shall sell tothose who | This will be another pretty good te BS. 


m kn 







ehuse to buy them at a guinea a piece | whether the remains of this great 
worth 





beyond the cost of the gold and the | ™4@2 be despised or not. There ar 


rious 


workmanship. These guineas {shall 


} some people here that seem to envy 
' 
re to 


him though he is dead. I wish with 


P - co | ¢ - ta " . 
shall be raised, by Paine himself, in | all my soul they could change places 


be employed, with whatever else 
. ; ay © 


usse) 


. . ° 7 , . ay ry any 
the erection of a monument to his, with him: he never knew what envy 


ning 

‘ 3 - . - - 

memory, either ‘at Thetford, his na- | %®% and if he had known, he never 
7 j olk « 
tive town, or at Botley: and if it would have envied chem. bi 
: ) 

please Gop to give us life, we will} I believe that every one of de 
| nev 

have a funeral worthy ins | : 

ave a funeral worthy of the remains | apple grafts which we sent hithe Bie 


that are to be buried. I do not say | last year, are growing in some ‘per 





when this shall take place: but it | or other of the kingdom. Those that bate 


; 
} 


shall be, if I live, in a season when | went to the WMorticultural Socie!! 
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twenty waggon loads of flowerscan be | have all taken well, and we lat 7 
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brought to strew the road before the | some at Botley a yard long, and # 
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hearse. You will observe that this is thick ‘as my thumb. This is gr 
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may be danished before we can brine 


2 imore. Let us have fifty sor; * 
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any thing to maturity ; in such case, J 





| pack them up just as I packed then I plac 


¥ be 











shall have done all that I have had in | up last year. You will have sen! 
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my power; and no man can do more. /you, in a few days, cuttings of a slleet 





lt is my intention when the rings are | sorts.. I mention these things, bet nall 
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made, to have the workman with me, | lest your brother's leqyers. relating | 
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Lo see | should, by any accident, not 
In my h you. God bless you. 
parch. Wu. COBBETT. 
h ring, : 
1d teat S. Den't grow serious. I have 
prea pm known a serious looking fel- 
~_— worth a farthing. Let drunkards 

rious: we who keep sober have 
) envy 









re to laugh. 
h with 


ray read the speech of the Duke 
places : 
ussex which I send you in the 





| envy 
ning Chronicle, delivered at the 
never 
olk dinner in celebration of Mr. 


’s birth-day. So much sense 


f the : 
never spoken by any man 


hither ies : 
in either House of Parliament. 
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YBEETT’s FUND FOR RE- 
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his work proceeds as it ought to 
great 


I recommend to societies whether 
d ui 


and 


trades or otherwise, to combine 


r operations. ‘The difficulty is to 


them : 
Places of safe deposit. But this. 






seni 


of all 


y be easily got over. Let it be 
ollected that it is the great number 
nall sums, from which large sums 


' frequently arise. There will. be 
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a box for depositing any sums at the 
ofice of COBBETT’s EVENING 
POST, No. 269, in the Strand. 
There will be also a book in which 
such contributors as choose it, may 
enter their names. This office is now 
open for the receiving of ADVERTISE- 
MENTS, OrnpErs, and for every thing 


else relating to 


COBBETT’S EVENING POST, 


the publication of the first number 
of which was unavoidably put off to 
SATURDAY, THE 29TH OF JANUARY. 
To this office I wish all letters, for 
myself, to be addressed. ‘The post- 
age must be paid, a regulation which 
Iam sorry to adopt, but which has 
been rendered absolutely necessary 
by the hostility which the sons and 
daughters of corruption are carrying 
on against me, through the means of 
sham letters. This is labouring in 
their vocation; for they know welt 
that what they make me pay in post- 
age, goes towards augmenting the 


taxes, and their food consists of taxes! 


—N.B.—To all those gentlemen who 
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have forwarded money towards the. 
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Fund for Reform, who haye also put. . 
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their names to their letters, and whose 
letters I have received,.I have written 


answers, in my own hand, and under 


my own name. And this I shall con- |, 


“tinue to do; observing only, that I 


shall set apart a portion of only one 


day in the week for answering such 
letters ; so that, gentlemen will be so 
good as not to deem me negligent, if 
their letters should net be answered 
quite so quickly as they might reason- 


ably expect. 





- 
‘4 


; 


: There will be no-6d. Register 


week. But, it is not yet finallys 


termined on, whether to publish ¢ 
Register Monthly or Weekly. yj 
will be-notified in re. time. A table 
of Contents for this Volume, sal 
be tacked to the next Number of the 
Register, to be taken off and applied 


to this Volume. 


hwn or Votume Tuirty-Five: 





Gntered at Stationees’ Pall. 


Paine by 1 u. Hay, 11, Neweastlestect Strand, aud omy, by. ws Consett i 
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Poses Strand. 





